... AnEpiltletoFriends. * Þ 
eare Friends and Welbelovyed in the Lord, unto whom my Spirir Fr 4 Et 
wiſhech peace and proſperitiefor Ever ; that as the Lord hath 
made himſelf manifeſt unto you, Even fo to love himand abide with *; }. 
bim, and cheir you will finde ſaferye and preſervation in all dangers [ pu 
& you will not Eafily be moved or ſhaken as co the truth which ye haye k, 
Reccived, bur wilt Rand firm and ſnare as upon & Rock, for ye that are 
come into the Paith of the Son of,God you eannot eaſily goe from himg« | | || 
or part with him, for you Remember thetime when you wanted him, ' 
& the dayes and nights of. mourning becauſe you could not finde hire, - | 
and now that he hath manifeſted himſelf unto you in t:is Light , and ll | 2 
that ye have found him, and Received him, can you leave him, and || 
forſake him to Imbrace the world again, or can you Run after any 4} 
| 


airySpirit into an airy Kingdome,oh no,the true birth cryesmy beloyed 
is mine and I am his,with {ore travel I have found him,and in diligent 
watchfulneſs I will wait to Keep with him, for he is the chiefeſt of ten 
thouſand, and his love is better then wine,and ſo you come to fit under 
his wing, and under his ſhadow, and in his preſenc have fulneſs of | 
joy,and this is your ſatiſfation, peace and conſolation,and ye cannor0—o || 
o0 frem that to Toyne with the enemies temptation, for ye know in | 
whom you believe, and by whom you are preſerved, and in him all live, | 
Even in Chriſt Jeſus, who is the Lite and Subſtance, and ſo in 
him you will be Sollid and weighty, and Savory and ſound in Spirit 
and minde, and there ye will honour. the truth in aelear and 


living ceftimony to Gods glory therefore keep your eye to the watch, { | 
that as ye havereccived Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, you may walk in him, ; | C | 
and ab:de wich himfor where any ſuffereth loſs they negle& the watch y 11 


bur as you watch in the light,you will nor onely ſee your Enemy but / 
receive power co Reſiſt hin, and in due time te overcome im and met 
ſeeing the Enemie takes all ad van:ages to. work his work, haw ther | 
ſhould every ons ſceke after their ſafety & Security & Rtandiinreadinas 
to ref1lt their Enemy, And howare all concerned to kaye the {ame 
caxe one over another in loye and tenderne's of ſpirir, for: ic is aork | 
well plealing un:oGod and they are of good report who are found in it, 8 
and their memory is bleſſed for ever, and how this care hah been || 
manifeſted in time of danger z it is witneſſed by ſuch as arepreſerved, \þ 1 
for how hath th: Enemy endeayored not onely:to enſnae with the ' 11 
world, buc toreign aboye the feed in his airy-kingdom, and how hath 10 
ſome been affected with his work as baving a fair likepeſs in a hew of . 1.18 
higher diſccveties, and how hath the care of biethrep/been manifeſted 1.01 
in this hour of tempracion,for in the firſt appearance _ehowng ob ; | 
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led' the Eyes of many, and they did not . well know whether i 
bing 


8: Y 
> ——_ day ornight ? or whac the Lord would doe in ſuch a'fudden c 
or akecration,and then was the travail of B ethren very great,as havi 
mach care of the body,and. their teftimony they fairhfully- publiſhed, 
and the Lord hath wrought mightily unto preſervation and reſtoring. 
thaugh ſum in their own wiſdom may ſtill pleas. chemſelyes in chat 
Kingdome, an. notwithſtinding the Lord hath ſo preſzryed, and 
reftored , and given: dominion over the hour of this temptation, and 
thar:the work which by.che (ame was-intended js by the power of God. 
prevented, and the true miniſtry Randeth,. and the rrve worſhip 
ſandeth, and erue nnity Rangeth, and che holy Seed reigneth,yer 
it is ncedfull for all co be watchful, leaſt the ſame ſpirit riſeagain in are. 
other likneſs.or form, for where he hath: been bruiſed and foyled he wil 
not ſo readily put up his head in thar likeneſs again, but rather form: 
ſame other &if the watch be not kept,the ſame affe&ions miy be taken 
again as before: for the wrong that any ſuffer in things of this nature is. 
by the ſtrength of natural affcRions, in which the enemy.can excerciſe 
his Subtilty to deceive,. and where the affetions are let at liberty they 
will be catching ar every new preſentation, not regarding the ground* 
from whence they came, and ſecing that the power of the Lord God 
hath bruiſed him in this appearance,even ſo to watch-in the power and' 
keep him down with all his formed likeneſſes, and there ye will wi:neſs- 
the conquering power and oyercoming power of God, and the preſer- 
vation and deliverance by it.Oh che power of the Lord which conquers 
& overcomes the enemy.it is a thing which is beyond expreſſion,and yer 
may. haye a ſervice through what is expreſſed, for thereby weak hands 
may be ſtrengthened and- feeble knees confirmed, and the poor and 
needy. encouraged to follow the Lord, and keep the faith without 
"avering, and ſo in the power there isa going forward and a growth 
ia grace and Godlynefs, and there love and peace and unity.aboundeth 
inthe true ſeed, and the ſeed goesover che Serpents head and breakes. 
K, ad oyerthrowes his power and Rrength and authority, and ſo the 
rrue ed. comes. aboye kim, and the birth of God reioyces over: 
him..Ard ſo allfriends miade your gromb: inthe power and virtue 
of God, and keep your teſtimony in his life and wiſdome, and your 
jpdgment in a clear diſcerning, and let your love and reſpe&be unto 
ſuch as faittfully labours in the word and DoQtine, & giveno heedto 
that Spiritwhreh would perſwade you t» difceſp,2@ brechren,for though 
the faith of out 5rd Teſus Chriſt is not held in reſpe& of perſons, 
as to ſay to the Rich fic thou hetraboye,and to the poore fit thou there 
a my footftoo), Vet who be in thifaich of our Lord Ieſus Chriſt they 
| | - are 


are taught to reſpe& every perſon who bein the ſame fairh,for how can 
2ny love one another acccrding to Chriſts command, if they Giro 


makes a noiſe about men and perſons, and would haye people ceaſe 
from man, and nor reſpect perſons, andſo would cunningly overthrow 
loye and reſpe& amongſt friends, and where the Enemy ſets up this 
doQtrine he brings in enyy in ſtead of loye, and hatred in fiead of 
reſpeR, & they thar receive this doAtrire into their beleif, they ſoon go 
our from the Saints feitowthip : for God hath cloathed ſome with his 
wiſdome, and with power from on high hath endued them, and in 
body ſoul and Spirit hath Sanctified them, and ſoas Sanfified men. 
he calls them to labour in his work, Ynd commicts the word of Re- 
conciliation to them, and Intrufts the Goſpel of peace with them, and 
they thar ceasfrom ſuch men'and diſreſpe& ſuch men, they-ceas fron, 
the power of Ged and diſreipe& che'power of God , forasmuch as the, 
power of God ſpeaks in and by them - and ſo he hath ſec lorhe_in the/ 
Church who hath authority in his power and wiſdone to- order and. 
Ed-ficit, and this is a work beyond gathering and conyincing, and. 
who are come into the unity ofthe faith , and to the knowledg of the 
Soh' of God ,and to the meaſure of the Rature of the fulneſs of Chiift,, 
they dare not diſreſpe& his Apoſtles and miniſters but hath unity with. 


them in their work and Reioyces in their labour, and therefore beware, 
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of ſvch, who wreſteth Scripture from its' owne Intention according: 
to the mind of the Spirit, and let your oye and reſpeCt be Enlarged 
one towards another ; and le: your words be few and ſayory, and in 
the Light walk reſervedly, retiredly, for where words guſherh forth, 


like water froma ſpout, the Tongue is nor commanded with the bridle, | 


and ſo is unruly and art liberty to ſpeak in the aboundance* of ſupcr-. 
fluny,. and ſuch difcourſes- may tickle the mindes of ſome hearexs and” 
cauſe them co admire, but as to Edification there is no Sayour in them, . 
 andallhold your tnity and fellowſhip in the light 'and power of God, 
and watch over the na;ural affeRions, which are Inordinate, that ſo 

in the ſeed ' you may be kindly affeStionared one to another, and in. 


che ſeed feels your refreſhings together 1n the manifeſtations of your, | 


uniry, For the inordinate affeCtions onely flirreth up the Inordinate 
part, and thereby begetreth the affections in others by its Inordinate: 
manifeftarion,& thovgh in manifeſtation it carries a great ſhew of loye,, 
yea, ſeemingly more then what Kindly affeCtionated friends,do ma. 
nifelt',. yet it reacheth no further by its manifeſtation then onely the, 
naturall afteQions, bur unfeigned love reacheth' the ſeed, and inthe* 
unity of the ſeed friendsare refreſhed one in another, And dear frendsas: 

| ER | concerning: 
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their perſons, for love and reſpeR are mutually joyned, bur ſome ' "®# 
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$4" concernivg the preſent times be nor ye traubledgl1is keep cloſe to the 
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Lord and, e-ft your care upo1 him, and liyz with himand fo the times 
will not coacern'yor, neither will you concern your ſelves wich the 
cia.e3,” but mind thac which .{&iccrnes your peace our of the times, 
for chouzh you may lee diltcels 3nd calamitie depending as to the na- 
tion, yet you are not to concerh Your ſclves in it, but to land Rill and 
eye the Lord, which I aim ſul ri{waded, many of you dee, and they 
that do not ſo they create chew Fa perplexity in the multiccd2 of their 
owne thoug hrs, therefore all keep in the faith and in cle love of God 
and his cruth,a nd follow peace and purſue it, and then you will be ready 
threceive what God permicteain true contentment, and ſo be till 
and quiet & feel Gods peace and bleſfing, and there lie down and cruſt 
the Lord with all you haye, and then. if Nation Riſe, againſt Nation 
and Kinzdom againſt Kingdome, and that there be wars or famine or 
p*filence, you are nor quia. diſquieted as other cople whom 
fears Surprizeth, bur reſt. jn. your Inward poſſeſhon and feele ods peace 
and blefſing, for when calamity comes upon a nation or Kingdome be. 
cauſe ofSin and iniquiry therein, ir ſurpriſes the Gnner with fear becauſe 
they are guilty & they are ready to :ake hold one of another, & yet dare 
not cruſt one.another, ſuch is their fear on every fade,and if they. fall in 
the Calamity they fall in their iniquity, andfo falls in miſery, vuc ſuch 
as fears theLord they Tye down in peace, though in the ſame com:;non 
calamicy they be taken away, and therefore it is wich me to ſay unto 
you as it was ſayed in times,paſt, fear not lictle flock for it is your fa- 
thers good pleaſure to give you aKingdom and. let this be your full ſatiſ. 
faction, for God hath provided becter things for you then whatis hear 
below, yea,he hath provided a Kingdom and ic is his good plealureto 
eiy2 it you,and ſo your portion and inheritance is above & your riches 
above & your treaſure above,and there let your hearts be,& let no man 
efitice you wich high words or argumen:s concerning the truch, for 
chat will onely make you nottonall,bur keep low in Gods ſear & power, 
and; walk-in the plain path, 1nd there the Lord will meer you,and peak 
c>mfortably ro you, and wich his preſence will refreth you, and that 
15 the' moſt defirable thing, and ſo in all things be watchfull with dil - 
genice, taat as you have Eſcaped dangers palt, even ſo ye may 
be Kept from dangers to come,and then ye will finiſh a clear cetiimony 
ro Gods glory, and receive Ecenall life as your reward, and the Ever- 
laſting God of power be with you, in whoſe love my Spirit Salutes 
you and reſts with you. Finally my brethren Fare ye well 
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